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would only carry half of myself back to our little
house, the other being paralyzed, I promised a shirt
and a little gown to a child, for a miserable piece of
Moose skin, which his mother gave me; this un-
dressed skin was about as hard as the ground, but not
as damp. [304] Of this I made my bed, which was
so short that the ground, which had up to that time
taken possession of all my body, still kept the half
of it.

After the departure of the Sorcerer, my host took
pleasure in asking me questions, especially about the
things of nature. Omne day he asked me how the
earth was made; and, bringing me a piece of bark
and some charcoal, he had me describe it. So I drew
for him the two Hemispheres; and, after having
traced Europe, Asia and Africa, I came to our Amer-
ica, showing him that it is an immense Island. I
described for him the coast of Acadia, the great Is-
land of Newfoundland, the entrance and gulf of our
great river saint Lawrence, the people who inhabit its
banks, the place where we then were. I went up as
far as the Algonquains, the Hiroquois, the Hurons,
to the neutral nation, etc., showing him the places
more and less populous. I passed to Florida, to
Peru, to Brazil, etc., speaking to him in my jargon
the best I could about these countries. He asked me
[305] more particularly about the countries of which
he had some knowledge. Then having listened to
me patiently, he exclaimed, using one of their words
expressive of great admiration, Amonitatinaniouikhi !
““This black robe tells the truth,” speaking to an old
man who was looking at me; and turning toward me,
he said, ‘‘nicanis, my well-beloved, thou dost indeed
cause our wonder; for we are acquainted with the



